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and mouthpieces in the various international organizations
which have been established.
Given these premises, the political geographer may well
ask for a definition of the sphere of his studies in this maze of
difficult and often intractable problems which is usually
known as international affairs. The first answer to this question
is that there can be no hard and fast line marking off the
purely geographical aspects of inter-State relationships from
all other aspects. To think of the relationships between States
as confined in watertight compartments would be to deny
all the evidence provided by intelligent observation and
deduction. Indeed, these relationships, together with their
problems and disputes, like all human relationships, have a
composite character in which many factors are blended to
such an extent that they are incapable of clear separation.
Nevertheless, the foreign policy of a State is usually
dominated by one or more aspects of its relations with other
States. The Soviet Union, for example, appears to be obsessed
with the desire for military security, behind which it hopes to
achieve economic and social reconstruction in line with its
particular political theories. Again, the foreign relations of
France, as well as its internal affairs, are still largely dominated
by fear of possible German aggression.
On the other hand, the countries of the Far East, including
India, China and Indonesia, are still concerned with further-
ing their independence from the political and economic
dominance of non-Asian Powers and with a pronounced
growth of nationalist tendencies, and their external relation-
ships are accordingly biased by these considerations. These,
and many other examples, may be put forward as illustrations
of the complexity and diversity of the foreign relationships of
States, and they indicate that, while there is no clear line of
demarcation, many of the ingredients of external relations are
beyond the scope of geographical investigation.
Having admitted this limitation of Political Geography in
this particular field of study, it is now possible to give the
second and more important answer to the question put above.
Whatever form the global pattern of States may assume, and
whatever stage the inter-State relations may reach, the fact